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The film Dear David is a film released in 2023 that raises the issue of
feminism. The film itself was directed by Lucky Kuswandi. After its
screening, this film attracted a lot of controversy from people from various
groups, there were those who agreed and there were also those who rejected
it. The existence of this controversy made the author want to know more
about the reception of film screenings for teenagers, especially about the
issue of feminism raised in this film. In further analyzing teenagers'
receptions related to this film, researchers used basic theory to assist
researchers in finding research data. The basic theory used in this film is
reception analysis theory which is a development of Stuart Hall's encoding-
decoding theory. Stuart Hall also explained that this process goes through
three different moments, namely encoding,

In this study, researchers used research methods with a qualitative
approach. Then, the subjects of the research were Indonesian teenagers aged
18 - 24 years, female, and had watched the film Dear David. This research
uses primary data conducted through interviews and observations and
secondary data obtained from previous research, scientific journals, books
and other sources relevant to the research. The results of this study indicate
that there are differences in the answers given from the 13 informants in the
study. The results obtained are that there are two informants who are in a
position of dominant hegemony. Then, five informants were in negotiating
positions, and 6 informants were in opposition positions

Reception Analysis, Dear David, Young Girls
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. o Filneis a part of mass media that has the ability to convey messages. Films consisting of audio

éﬁaa visualshave the ability to influence the emotions of the audience from the visual images presented
o =

a ;
EA“@athonifZOZO:l). These elements are motivated by a story that contains a message that the director
O 5 T =

wantsZto gonvey to the audience. Therefore, a film can have an implied meaning in it that the
-0 C

=)
%lmmgker ‘wants to convey to the audience. Apart from that, film is also a mass communication
o 0w L ;

gréﬁd@t whose influence can reach all social segments of society. Films can represent a culture and
= «Q
%Igct@n as a cultural process of a society which is presented in the form of moving images.

e
%lli&lﬁ%’cakmg is of course also influenced by the background and culture of the makers. Some films are
ﬁsﬁal@ 11ffed from everyday life or based on problems and situations that occur in real life, ranging

ymg, sexual harassment, and many more. One film that raises some of these issues is the film

avid (2023).
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Thiilndonesian film entitled Dear David (2023) is a romantic fantasy drama film directed by

21Ul siny ek

Eaued ‘u

y Kuswandl The film Dear David tells the story of a teenage girl who is still in high school named

s. He iga child whose parents are proud, because he has many achievements. Even at school, Laras

mwgdu

nown as a smart student and student council president who is loved by the teacher. But it turns

nnygd el

ol

neqtieo

u behlnd his mask as an outstanding student in front of many people, Laras has a secret he is hiding.

gu

ne kn‘qws that Laras is a wild fantasy blog writer.

The film Dear David caused controversy, there was a lot of debate among netizens who watched

gyeiwl efiezzue

JAUBW uep ue

nd it recelved an unexpected reaction from Joko Anwar, who is a famous director, screenwriter

g

nd prodii€er in Indonesia. Via Twitter social media on February 12 2023, Joko Anwar commented in

[TV

form Of a thread on his personal Twitter account (@jokoanwar) emphasizing that films do not

uegins
SCEgyfﬁfggTE

to be given the burden of educating. Movies provide experience, follow the journey of the

od

=

gharacterg and use it as material for thinking about our own lives. Films that meet our expectations

give us satisfaction, films that don't meet our expectations provide material for reflection.

ThisHfilm seems to describe the paradigm of our society towards women. So far, there are still
many assgmptions that say that women who wear open clothes will become victims of harassment,
or what isieyen more tragic is the myth in society that women who wear open clothes are women who
stimulateZsexual harassment themselves. Furthermore, the existence of a bad stigma against women
is also Zeonveyed in the Kompasiana article. Where can the article be accessed

atwww.k@pasiana.comThis mentions that in several scenes in the film it shows that Dilla is
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Suépected of being a suspected story writer because he has a sexy appearance even though there is
no evidence to show that the author of the story is Dilla. On the other hand, Laras is given a positive
stigma, who is an innocent and smart girl, so that she is not the slightest bit suspected of being the
@zuﬁhor of the story. This condition is in accordance with the stigma that is often attached to people's

-
Evgs That Js, in screening the film, the writer and director also take up the stigma that develops in

LQ

go%et:\é as an example.
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E?’D “The. ‘emergence of stigma in society is influenced by the constructivism paradigm. In
ﬁoﬁlpgsmna it is stated that this paradigm is an assumption of a truth which is seen as the result of
gQ s

§o§ial§constructlon and the truth of a social reality is relative depending on the mindset of the
D ’Q_J’_ Q

Téo@m&mlty This condition is caused by the differences in experience and background of each party,
=0 2

@@c@alsqinﬂuences the way they see a problem or stigma that applies in society.
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® 2. Mass: Communication is a form of communication that uses channels (media) to connect
© o =

col-’nﬁ’lunicafbrs and communicants en masse, in large numbers, scattered, very heterogeneous and
c&juﬁng certam effects. In addition, the messages conveyed tend to be open and reach audiences
smnﬁltaneously According to Charles R. Wright, mass communication functions for investigative
a(%ngtles (survelllance) correlating activities, namely connecting one event with other facts and

dﬁavi'%ing conclusions, besides that it also functions as a means of entertainment.
Q

Mass' communication is a process whereby the media disseminates messages to the public

A%d yeru!
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andpn the other hand is defined as a form of communication aimed at a number of dispersed,
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ogenéous, anonymous audiences, through print or electronic media so that the same message can

o
@eu

receivedSimultaneously and momentarily.
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Filrri in the Big Indonesian Dictionary itself has the meaning of a thin film made of celluloid
which funetions as a container for negative images (which will be made into portraits) and positive
images (which will be made into portraits). In another sense, the film is also defined as a live image
story play {KBBI, 1990). Literally a film is a cinematographie. Cinematographie comes from the word
cinema whi¢h means "movement”. Tho or phytos means light. Therefore, film can also be interpreted

as painting'a movement by utilizing light.
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Z Stigma is the disapproval of a person or group of people based on certain distinguishing

characteristics or their existence being undesirable in society. According to Merriam Webster (2019,
accessed 3 ]uly 2023). Stigma is also a negative belief that a person has to underlie the injustice that a
gpo@ of people has about something.

Women s stigma can occur in various aspects of life, including at work, in the family, in politics,
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ass media, and in popular culture. Examples of common women's stigma include the
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on that women are less competent or capable in certain fields, the idea that women are weaker
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r emotlonal than men, gender role stereotypes that require women to be the caretakers of the
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ot}only that, women's stigma can also produce gender gaps and inequalities in terms of
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mp'loyment opportunities, political participation, access to education and health services, and
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d ctiv& rights. Also, women's stigma can also lead to injustice, harassment, or violence against
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Reception Analysis is one of the audience studies in mass communication. This theory is used

ndad ‘ueni

amineithe reception and meaning of messages by audiences as well as the role of messages
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ived by audiences through the media. Reception itself comes from Latin which means

i

U W

ere/receptlon (English) which means welcoming or receiving readers. Reception with a broad

ufidérstanding, namely, ways of giving meaning and processing text to television shows, so as to

u

pﬁo@de a response to it. Reception theory (reader's meaning) focuses on how the reader or audience

r@:efwes theymessage, not on the sender of the message. The meaning of the message depends on the

Au
1nq

agdl;ence sghltural background and life experiences.
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Thedesearch subjects that will be used in this research are female teenagers. Of course, those
who will be research subjects are also required to have several criteria, namely female gender,
Indonesiartgitizens (WNI), aged 18-24 years, and have watched the film Dear David. The determination
of these criteria was based on the fact that prospective informants who met the criteria determined by
the researchier had a more in-depth view of the film Dear David, especially teenage girls who already
had knowle;dge and perspectives on feminism, which is an issue from the screening of this film. In this
regard, theﬁetermination of these criteria is expected to be able to provide a more in-depth description

and information to researchers regarding their views and opinions regarding the film Dear David.

PN
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z This research design uses a paradigm to help ensure the consistency, validity and relevance of

‘a study. According to the constructivist view, each individual has a unique understanding and
interpretatiori of the world based on their personal experience and context. They do not just receive

mnfo@natlon passwely, but actively interpret and construct their own knowledge. The author chose a
- 0L

gq@alwtatwe research approach because this approach was deemed suitable to be used as the focus of

c Q
mt}ge eglt}ior S research entitled, "Dear David Film Reception among Young Girls". Therefore, this research

bu

ue
ua

Q
xw?ﬂluus@‘a qualltatlve research approach with a constructivism paradigm.
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aseﬂ on the research, it is known that there are at least two informants who are in a position

uegyn Bunpuipg erdiy

Ww nijens uene

o

anthegemony, namely Mareta Kristiani Teuf and Cut Dara Anzira. If you look at her profile,

%}n

d

&

B¢

a

guelese
&O!piﬁd

SNngAl
%UE

ersiélfworks as an English Tutor and is now 24 years old. Then for now he lives in Bali and has
relfgion. Meanwhile, Cut Dara is a 23 year old student majoring in Public Administration.

rre ntly Cut Dara lives in Banda Aceh and is Muslim. From these brief profiles, it can be seen that the

SCf:?UE
%\U\

formants have different backgrounds, namely place of residence, age, and religion, so it can be

(1

0

id

gdu

%]

nugd ‘Ui
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hat these three things did not have a major influence on the responses they gave in commenting

e film Dear David. Nevertheless,

-

Furthermore, there were at least 5 informants who were in negotiating positions. Where, they

1l eAuey uesn
uep ueyuwniued

hive balanced answer options, whether it is opposition to dominant hegemony. The five informants
wgoz were=in negotiating positions were Gabriella Yonathan, Mutiara Jihad, Jingga Kamila, Desi
Rﬁlcﬁyantl and Ifany. The majority of the responses they gave were related to a balanced assessment
b%tvgeen thertwo positions, so that no one was dominant. The Negotiation Position here shows that the

= - . 0 . .
informantsgdo not have one vote or reject the message conveyed in the film Dear David.
o 7

@
= —Z

‘uesode

Basieally, if you look at the profile and background, the informants who entered this negotiating
position have different backgrounds, starting from domicile, religion, age, and current profession. From
this, it can Be seen that their different backgrounds make them have the same choice in their position

as film lovegs.

‘OEH‘

Basi€ally, the opposition position itself is a position where the informant contradicts the

message tozbe conveyed in a film or other work. In this case, there were 6 informants in the opposition
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Z position or it could be said that almost half of the informants were in this position. Where, they think

‘that the film Dear David does not convey a message to the wider community and can actually perpetuate
bad stigma qu society, one of which is related to clothing style. In the film, it is clear that Dilla, who is a
student with-a sexy appearance and often uploads "vulgar” photos on her social media, is suspected of

o !
mbéing the atthor of "pornographic” content or stories.
c «Q 0

uad

ot ionly that, in this film it is also depicted that the main character, namely Laras, is a smart

%!mﬁuaw b

e7d10 %R H

giey uednn

n re(:éived a scholarship, looks innocent, is not in the slightest suspected of being the main

ep iy ues

torsInstead of placing suspicion on all students, the school actually placed high suspicion on

n{e

t

g
M@ e
Bel6Byas

a thé school community was shocked to find out that Laras was the author of the content, who

yenel

é|6uapu

Vs Eeen considered an outstanding and innocent student. In this regard, many informants are

6?1!1u§da
e

0 itiqhal positions in this film.
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The Efesearch entitled "Dear David Film Reception among Indonesian Young Women" aims to

19uad ‘ueyjipipuad ue

eduey 1ul s|

refmine the position of women in viewing the film Dear David from their point of view. According to

8

_g
®'ue

tion ahalysis theory, there are at least three positions, namely the dominant hegemony position,

20U

t
wue

egotiaﬁon position, and the opposition position. Where, this hegemonic position relates to the

S

rmity bf the responses expressed by the informants to the content or message to be conveyed by

(@)
ge
2y Ugh)u

m, while the negotiating position relates to the responses of informants who do not agree 100%

ot
| efge

gep

he meaning conveyed in the film, so that they have their own views even though they are not

Sod
W

s all arguments in the film. Meanwhile, the position is a position that is contrary to the message

O

‘uedode) ueunsnA@d

yed ig’phe film, or can be said to be counter.

=

Phere were two informants who were in dominant hegemonic positions, namely Maretha

:Joquins uexngeA

;Kristen Teuf and Cut Dara Anzira. Where they interpret the message conveyed in the film
Aear David with a dominant hegemonic position or in other words, can receive the message
in the film. This is because the two informants consider that the main character in the film
is not a perfect character and should be a teenager in general so that the two informants can
still accept the film Dear David.

2. zThere were five informants who were in negotiating positions, namely Gabriella Yonathan,
iﬂutiara Jihad, Jingga Kamila, Desi Rindiyanti, and Ifany. Based on the different backgrounds
@ove, the researcher positioned the five informants as a negotiating position because each
«6f them had agreement and disagreement, and had many considerations in giving

gcceptance to the film Dear David. The disagreement of the five informants was seen in the

6 | Page Yohana AK & Devvy M]
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violation of privacy committed in the second scene and the stigma against women in the
third and fourth scenes for accusing one of the characters which resulted in the character

experiencing mental health problems.

w

Fhere were six informants who were in opposition positions, namely Shena Lestari
Oktaviany, Abigail Victoria, Rena Dwi Rengganish, Grace Kumala Dewi, Claudy Teressa, and
Ii(eukeu Kania Sari. The six informants above the researcher put in an oppositional position
because the six informants above showed that there was rejection in the film Dear David.
These six informants carried out the decoding process with the opposite meaning to what
Wwas given by the media. It can be seen in the scene where there is a violation of privacy and
then the stigma of women that appears in this film. These six informants believed that the
film did not respect a person's right to privacy and had created a bad stigma against the way

women look.
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