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The aim of this research is to find out how prostitutes interpret themselves as
sex workers using self-concept theory Self-concept is our view and feelings about
ourselves which includes our own thoughts and self-esteem. positive or negative
assessment. A person's self-concept will be formed by the existence of norms in a
group that makes an individual behave in accordance with the group norms that
bind him. So the author uses a communication system method that specifically
includes the self-concept of sex workers.

Results of interviews with 3 (three) informants, namely prostitutes according
to sociodemographic informants around Jatinegara using an interpersonal
communication system from the self-concept aspects of significant other, reference
other, affective other, and generalized other. The factors that caused informants to
choose to become prostitutes were based on three basic ideas of symbolic
interaction, namely mind and self. and society. a woman who has sex to get money
easily and instantly to fulfill her needs.

The subject used in this research was a person who worked as a commercial
sex worker around Jatinegara, East Jakarta. The author uses a case study research
design and uses 3 (three) methods (interviews, observation, and documentation)
using self-concept theory for sex workers around Jatinegara.

The results of this research are that economic reasons and the need to make
money instantly form a self within sex workers regarding what is meant by
prostitutes. The significant other of each informant plays an active role in building
the self-concept of prostitutes and reference groups that are created, built, and
constructed. by each prostitute which ultimately leads humans to the process of
taking a role in society or what is called society.

Self Concept, Commercial Sex Worker, Significant Other, and Reference Other.

Homepage: jurnal.kwikkiangie.ac.id/index.php/jkb
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Self=concept is our view and feelings about ourselves which includes our own thoughts and self-

esteem. Faetors that influence self-concept include: firstly, other people. A person's self-concept will be
o

ﬁ)@ed if there is an assessment from other people, both positive and negative. Reference Group: A person's
(e}

(o) }S
T@gjt.a,lgc%cept will be formed by the existence of norms in a group that makes an individual behave in

D

%cezorc%nce with the norms of the group that binds him. The following are 2 factors that influence self-
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8
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Firsty affective others are other people with whom we feel an emotional bond. Smiles, praise,

@1beqga

.gjun;rﬁu

pr

eciation, and hugs from the closest people make a person evaluate himself positively. On the other hand,

aﬁe%ﬁuun e

u
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, ridicule, and rebuke from people closest to them make a person evaluate himself negatively. In its

nsie

d
e
h
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mept, significant others include all people who influence a person's behavior, thoughts, and feelings.

dyefionu
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recta person's actions and shape a person's thoughts, as well as touch a person emotionally. A person

%}U

tgcollect the judgments of all the people he came into contact with while growing up.
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A pérson's view of the totality of other people's views of that person is called generalized others.

dyueyipigtie

e

Iues|

ng yourself as other people see means trying to put yourself in someone else's shoes, and this is also
d role: taklng Second reference group A person is of course a member of one or more groups in social

221IgUs
Lu%dug

dnd community life, such as community groups, professional groups, and so on. Each group certainly has

s-ewn rules which are different from each other. Groups that emotionally bind a person and influence the

Snuad
Buexunigieogs

ation of his self-concept are called reference groups.
A person will direct their behavior and adapt to the views of their group, such as the existing rules

n characteristics of that group. The influence of self-concept on interpersonal communication, namely the

w1 efuey ue

firstis a prophecy (an event that will occur) in which an individual fulfills himself will behave in accordance

ith his sélf-concept according to the quality of his self-concept. Second, open yourself up. If our self-

s yey
gqa@au&ﬁue

oncept natches our experiences, we will be more open to accepting new experiences and ideas. Third, be

sSNOID

Jode_gue
119q@ns Zey

onfident=A lack of self-confidence will give rise to an unhealthy self-concept and will make people
ehenstve (a state of being worried that something bad will happen) in communication.
The.phenomenon of prostitution has been around for a long time, along with the increasing need for
fife, rising'prices of food and other necessities, and increasingly difficult job opportunities, making some
people (wemen) choose shortcuts by sacrificing their honor and self-respect by becoming prostitutes (Sex
Workers) 0 earn money to meet their living needs. Prostitution is a social phenomenon in society that is
very complex, both in terms of causes, processes, and the social implications it causes.
The phenomenon of sex workers has been occurring in society for a long time, and its existence is
very diffigglt to eradicate. The existence of sex workers in society cannot be separated from its pros and
cons, somes=people view sex workers as something that violates norms and is dishonorable, but indirectly

these sex Workers help their family's economic life.

2 | Page Meilinda & Imam Nuraryo



"OWMIg| uizi eduey

undede ynjuaq wejep Ul siny eAJey yninyas neje uelbeqas yeAueqiadwawl uep ueywnunbuaw buede)iq ‘g

‘OyM|g| Jelem buek uebunuaday ueyibniaw yepny uediinbuad q

"yejesew niens ueneluly uep ynidy uesijnuad

Apart from the family economy, as reported by Metro Sindonews, lifestyle also requires some
women to always have lots of money to fulfill their desires. The consumerist social circle forces them to
takg any means to earn money, one of which is becoming a sex worker. A strong desire to follow trends,
prég_tige and-beautify themselves is the reason why women from the middle to upper social strata tend to fall
ﬁtg prostitation.

A hedonistic lifestyle requires a lot of money, especially if you join a group or association that is

ymedinb
H

dun&aw bu

fﬂla

uSed te-this lifestyle. When the need for fun in life exceeds the income received, prostitution becomes

nalternative way to earn a lot of money in a short time. Prostitution or prostitution as a social disease has

i fae
egos
‘% e

History since the existence of human life, Prostitution is a deviation from the norms of marriage, and

e 15-no@end to them in all countries in the world.

uBI6
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‘Even though prostitution has existed for a long time, the issue of prostitution was previously

@iuaday sgnium e

OMS

red%aboo or unusual. However, nowadays prostitution is considered normal in Indonesian society.

ercial sex worker is someone who sells themselves to satisfy the desires of customers with the aim

125 yBin|gh neje

C -
et§ng &reward. Prostitutes tend to take shortcuts in various ways to get what they want. In prostitutes'

esg most, of the women are aged 18-30 years, which is early adulthood.

ni&eA

Athe age of around 18-30 years (early adulthood) psychologically humans have developmental

od ‘'uempipgad peb

ui si)

%sggs such s starting to work, choosing a partner, learning to live with a fiancé, starting to raise a family,

galﬁng children, managing a household, taking responsibility as a citizen, and looking for fun social groups.

du

R’a_le,lng woren in early adulthood have a developmental task that is very visible in a prostitute, namely
gta%img to work. The lack of choice, so being forced to become a sex worker, often occurs in this country.

0§1 don't Aeed special conditions or a lot of money, let alone high skills, just dress beautifully, be attractive
gn@behave in a friendly manner.

There are many factors behind why some women choose to become prostitutes. The most common

el

oWl ue

reasons argseconomic factors and lifestyle needs that follow current trends. Prostitution is a form of deviant

ad
3

behavior. Tt.was stated by Narwoko and Suyanto (2006: 107) that "deviant behavior is action or behavior

n
A1

813% deviatgs from norms, where these actions are not approved or considered disgraceful and will receive

eu

ﬁe@tlve sanctions from society” The problem of prostitution has always been an interesting and endless
Téulé“ject fogdiscussion, it is a sensitive issue involving issues of social regulations, moral aspects, ethics in
§OC|ety thesrules of society and religion.

Kartono (2007) states that as an immoral act, prostitution committed by young women is generally
caused byEfirstly, because of economic factors, because of economic pressure, they are forced to sell
themselves;to make ends meet. Second, biological or sexual factors, the existence of great biological needs,
namely high sexual needs, and dissatisfaction with the fulfillment of sexual needs. These three socio-cultural
factors camssupport the emergence of prostitution which causes problems in the cultural order and customs
of society,

Finally, the factor of social ignorance, due to not having adequate education and intelligence, it can

be assumed.that the intellectual level will be low, thereby giving rise to one's inability to follow the flow of

DOI : https://doi.org/10.46806/jkb.v11i1.985 3|Page


https://doi.org/10.46806/jkb.v11i1.985

"OWMIg| uizi eduey

undede ynjuaq wejep Ul siny eAJey yninyas neje uelbeqas yeAueqiadwawl uep ueywnunbuaw buede)iq ‘g

‘OyM|g| Jelem buek uebunuaday ueyibniaw yepny uediinbuad q

"yejesew niens ueneluly uep ynidy uesijnuad

social development in all fields. Another reason why someone becomes a prostitute is curiosity and young
people trying to rebel against parental authority which emphasizes many sexual taboos and rules. Also

rebelling against society and moral norms which are considered too restrictive for teenagers, they prefer free

8
g1

|

This research uses several theories and concepts from several sources so that comprehensive

§ § Cutrently, sex workers in Jatinegara sell themselves by choosing a dark tent measuring 1.5 x 1.5
«@ 2

&eﬁers whigh stands right next to the Jatinegara train tracks. There is not only 1 tent but there are 2 tents
T o

%@teﬁ at fhe Jatinegara rail side location because apart from being profitable for them in carrying out
TS O

§ Asagtions-they are charged Rp.15.000-30.000 Municipal Police towards commercial sex workers. The
o 0w

@C%tl&l ofthe tent which is quite hidden to get to this location means that sex workers and guests who want
ga o

to exchangg sexual relations for money or gifts need to walk about 150 meters or approximately 5 minutes
Py =

‘%oagfn ‘ﬂée m@in road. Cars and motorbikes do not have access because of the remote location.

5 © -

S % 5 BaSd on the main problems found, the researcher identifies several problems that are the focus of
Q - 5

this résearch, as follows:

T 5 C

i Qo@ do €ommercial sex workers interpret themselves as prostitutes in Jatinegara District?

238

% %low do Significant others build the self-concept of prostitutes in Jatinegara District?

§ Elow does the reference group build the self-concept of prostitutes in Jatinegara District?

® 3

4. How do Zffective others build the self- -concept of PSK in Jatinegara District?

:,_ =)

5. How dogeneralized others build the self-concept of prostitutes in Jatinegara District?

°

(9]

5

=

E

Q

5

2

Q

3

p UE)|LUH],UEZ)U6LU

§né§wledge and various points of view, as well as approaches, to the topic being discussed discussed. The

ul

ébjject of this research is the self-concept of prostitutes with society and themselves. The research design
gs@ is desgriptive qualitative research Sugiyono (2019) states that the research method is based on research
6a@d on the philosophy of postpositivism which is used to conduct research on the condition of natural
gb};@cts Tihe researcher here as an instrument, a combination of data collection techniques, inductive or
gugltatlve analy5|s and the research results emphasize the meaning of generalization.

§ FN’St interpersonal communication. Interpersonal communication (interpersonal communication) is
a communication process carried out between two or more people face to face, which allows the
communicator to convey messages directly and there is reciprocity from the communicant who responds at
the same time. Interpersonal communication is communication between two people and Communication
can take pldce in 2 ways, namely face-to-face communication and media communication. First, interpersonal
communigation will be successful if there is positive attention to a person. Second, interpersonal
communication will be well maintained if a positive feeling towards the other person is communicated
(Meisyarch2022:162).

S&T—concept aspects are divided into three, namely physical, psychological, and social aspects.

4 | Page Meilinda & Imam Nuraryo
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towards everything he owns such as his body, clothes, and objects he owns. The psychological aspect
includes the thoughts, feelings, and attitudes a person has towards himself. Rakhmat (2003: 100-104) also
givgs his opthion about the factors that influence self-concept. The following are 2 factors that influence
selbconcept according to Jalaluddin.

S.-Erank Miyamoto and Sanford M. Dornbusch (Rakhmat, 2003: 101) conducted a study on the
@elatlon -of other people's assessments of themselves. The results found that people who are considered

gﬁﬁued
buede)l

edi
9

goed &y others tend to judge themselves well too. This means that the person's self-esteem is in accordance

N

ith cﬂ;her people's assessments. Not everyone has the same influence on someone. The most influential

Q

r péople are the people closest to a person, and G. H. Mead (Rakhmat, 2003: 101) mentions significant

I6egas
urfPuIr

rs=When someone is small, the closest people are parents, siblings, and people who live in the same

agoy QN E/ﬂgeq

%E

ouse hearBy, and Richard Dewey and W. J. Humber (Rakhmat, 2003: 101) seal other people's affectivity.

-]

o Afféctive others are other people with whom we feel an emotional bond. Smiles, praise, appreciation

n

webunu
ue

n
d

Ve 6pment significant others include all people who influence a person's behavior, thoughts and feelings.

h‘@gs from the closest people make a person evaluate himself positively. On the other hand, ridicule,

331 ysinias n

u% anid rebuke from people closest to them make a person evaluate himself negatively. In its

%plp:uad
E/{J

n

hg?y directa person's actions and shape a person's thoughts, as well as touch a person emotionally. A person
| ' to collgct the judgments of all the people he came into contact with while growing up.
Aceording to G. H. Mead (Jalaluddin Rakhmat, 2003: 103), a person's view of the entire view of

r people towards that person is called generalized others. Seeing yourself as other people see means

nuad ‘uenn epad—we

ea@w eduddiu

g to pét yourself in someone else's shoes, and this is also called role taking.The second is a reference

2

ﬁr(ﬁup. A person is of course a member of one or more groups in social and community life, such as
Q

e

‘gommunity groups, professional groups, and so on. Each group certainly has its own rules which are different
—_
from each other.

The influence of self-concept on interpersonal communication, namely the first is a prophecy (event

fgad ‘yel
Bgakus

@“S &

will 8€cur) which an individual fulfills himself will behave in accordance with his self-concept

ccordingzto the quality of his self-concept. Second, open yourself up. If our self-concept matches our

eumsn

12

riences, we will be more open to accepting new experiences and ideas. Third, be confident. Lack of

0 =
i)

self-confidénce will give rise to an unhealthy self-concept and will make people apprehensive (a state of
Q

Being worried that something bad will happen) in communication.

The research subjects were prostitutes. In qualitative research with a case study research design, the
populatioftis not used because it starts from a social situation of deviation from the perpetrators of deviation,
namely sexual workers. In qualitative samples are called informants, or participants who have a role as
sources afzinformation. The research design used by researchers is a case study. Case study research is

research Tfy examining a problem through a case consisting of a single unit. This single unit can mean a

DOI : https://doi.org/10.46806/jkb.v11i1.985 5|Page
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single person or a population group affected by a problem. The case study research design that carries out
research on sex workers aims to find out the communication system of someone who works as a .

In-this research, there are two types of data sources that will be used, namely primary data or original

—_

nda;a collected directly by researchers as a tool to answer research questions (Syafnidawaty, 2020:21) and

§e§ondary data or indirect data. obtained by the data collector but may come from other individuals or
%I(L)Eumentsf Secondary data functions to complement primary data (Suigiyono, in Fairus, 2020:308). Data

T o

%@e&lon techniques use three methods (interviews, observation, and documentation) First, interviews, are
O

gheﬁ process-of obtaining information for research purposes with question and answer data while meeting
Q

gage te-face between the researcher and the answerer or informant to obtain information.

[§)

§ Cafrying out analysis means conducting a study to understand the structure of phenomena that apply

u

HBD-}_E ue

n éféfield,. According to Subiyono, qualitative analysis is the process of systematically searching for and

ing“data obtained from observations, interviews, field notes, and documentation, organizing data,

gebyiuaday ym
Bin\
%uﬁu

Vi 3|zmg it into a pattern, choosing which ones are important and which ones will be studied, making

B4 4
egu N

clasions easy. understood by yourself and others. The data obtained from the research was then analyzed

Eehu
Du

ualitative data analysis techniques. This analysis technique aims to systematically describe the facts

o

ata obtained from the results of field studies to then clarify the picture of the results of the research.

e

This research was carried out over a period of about three months in the Jatinegara station area to

eousw EdUB], \U\a\ n

ount Antang area. This area is on the train tracks that connect Manggarai Station to Jatinegara Station.

uegnnuad ‘ugnauadyuewpipgad

548
& UED;iLUFEU

place Wwhere many sex workers carry out their prostitution activities is very close to the train tracks.
egara District is one of the sub-districts in the East Jakarta area. Jatinegara is a densely populated area.
0

erd)|

the benefit of the people who live in this area, the government is also developing supporting

ua@ u

3

sportatlon facilities. On April 6 1875 the government inaugurated the train line connecting Jatinegara

B0

Jakarta Kota. One part of the Jatinegara area is known as Gunung Antang.
THe location of Gunung Antang next to Matraman Station has been established since 1976. This

is on fhe train tracks that connect Manggarai Station to Jatinegara Station. The place that is usually used

odgy ueunsiguadt'y

Jacﬁﬁuns ue

as a meetifig point between sex workers and guests is very close to the train tracks. The localization location
?or MountAntang is to the location of Jalan Raya Bekasi, East Jakarta, precisely under the Jatinegara flyover
to the front of the Cipinang Correctional Institution (LP).

Prestitution activities on Mount Antang have been going on for almost half a century. The shelters
where sex=workers have been established since 1976, with people coming from various regions. Simple
cafes are lihed up right near the train tracks. The risk of life has become a certainty for sex workers there.
The hustlesand bustle of “service providers” and "service hirers" is very visible from night to morning
between 29500 at night and 02.00 in the morning.

Even though sex workers' activities start at night, it is not uncommon for some of these sex workers

6 | Page Meilinda & Imam Nuraryo
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to start their activities starting in the afternoon around 16.00-18.00 in the afternoon. The activities of sex
workers will become busier at night, where the author conducted research to find out by tracing the main
roags where-sex workers are usually located, starting from the Cipinang Detention Center (remand center)
to fhe location of Mount Antang Jatinegara.

This activity starts in the evening at around 19.00 WIB. Therefore, researchers conducted interviews
ght to examine the self-concept of sex workers around the Jatinegara train tracks while walking along
ogd argéund the place where sex workers usually carry out their activities with the local community. At

®
=se
3

yzedgnpbuad

gnnRisuppuele

lock in the evening the researchers started looking for sex workers to interview. The researchers

o efoe

egan=seareghing along the Jatinegara station road to the opposite side of the Cipinang Detention Center

"
Lgﬁégas

@ East Jakarta. The busy view on the left and right areas of the road is filled with many sex workers

i

ée

a

ago

“@g out their activities.
2 Eveh though at first glance it looks like an ordinary person standing on the side of the road, it is

Binjas n

%ue

896u!1u

n knowledge for the residents of East Jakarta, especially the Jatinegara area and its surroundings,

&8N

t Guﬁung Antang localization site has been sought after by people from various different areas who

n

LefiBy y

DU

restéd in the prostitution activities carried out by the men. sex workers who offer different rates and
|t|es

In this discussion, the researcher will describe the results of research regarding the self-concept of

8due1 _\uw% n

titutes in Jatinegara sub-district by referring to the problem identification and research focus that the
archer 7previously stated. Prostitution is generally undertaken as a profession for women who are
ncially#isadvantaged or in other words, the main reason a person becomes a commercial sex worker is
rn incgme in an easy and fast way.

From the results of research that researchers have conducted in the field, prostitutes are women who

sex to get money easily and instantly to fulfill their needs. Some of the factors are women who live

u@ep ue

a
ly in poverty or who come from families with low economic levels for various reasons taking shortcuts
et mdéhey to meet their and their family's needs. Researchers also observed from the non-verbal

munlcatlon that the three of them seemed uncomfortable and unhappy with the work they were currently

Jaq@s 5‘9 )@qa/ﬁa

Researchers also observed how the emphasis in each intonation said that this was not actually the
ﬁ)b they wanted. In line with the opinion of George Herbert Mead who said that the mind is the ability to
use symbals that have the same social meaning, where each individual must develop their thoughts through
interactiof@with individuals. Judging from the research results above, it can be concluded that social
relationshigs are created, built and constructed by each informant in society and each informant is involved
in behaviat;that the informant chooses actively and voluntarily which ultimately leads humans to the process
of taking at¥ole in society or what is called with generalized others.

Therefore, the three informants maintained their attitude. behavior, as well as how to dress when
they live where they live because the two informants want to maintain their image in front of society. In

order to maintain their image in front of society, respondents use thoughts or symbols that are commonly

DOI : https://doi.org/10.46806/jkb.v11i1.985 7|Page
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used in the society where the informant lives because in general society gives a negative view to female
prostitutes, they even call prostitutes "society's trash", even though the female prostitutes themselves do not
actgally want to pursue this profession.

o g Society referred to as a reference group is one of the sources of forming a person's self-concept

%j/hﬁji:h generally gives a negative assessment of individuals because they do not comply with the norms and
2

b

%@lous teachings that apply in society. From the explanation above, the three informants realized that the

edi
)

wark ﬁﬁey informants were doing was work that was not in accordance with the norms that apply in society.

D_C(—)

ihereﬁ)re the mind of each informant is formed. It is the views of the environment and people closest to

o 0w O

them that shape the self-concept of the three informants.

S]

% § gThe earliest self-concept is generally formed by the family. and other close people around, including
gelétl\%s They are what are called significant others. Based on the results of field research, it was revealed
éﬁaﬁﬁt e sigrificant other of each informant played an active role in building the informant's self-concept. As
j;:vaéj thjg case with the first informant, the informant was accustomed to being concerned about and helping
ﬁis?pagents in the family economy, so the informant is currently trying to help his parents even though she
% @oﬁking as a prostitute.

‘;D g Likewise, the role of the informant's close relative or friend, Desi, helped shape the informant's self-

éorapept that:this kind of work can easily make money. The same thing also happened to the second informant

g/li%se parents had a big role in the process of forming a self-concept because the informant felt happy and
EO@fortable with the work that the informant was currently doing with the support of his parents in carrying

guﬁ{hls work as a prostitute.

c

e

Self-concept is a derivative of symbolic interaction because through symbolic interaction there is an

23
=~ x

ﬁx@ange of symbols that are given meaning which over time will form a person's self-concept or what is

e
e

Bal%d mind. Self-concept will influence a person's communication behavior because, through self-concept,
Ft vglll inflgence the message that will be conveyed. The self-concept of prostitutes is the assessment or view
@af is emBedded in their minds regarding the work of prostitutes from each informant as a prostitute as well

c x

(és the respanses and assessments of significant others and reference groups towards them.

o v

2 5 ReSearchers found that they considered themselves prostitutes who paid attention to the environment
v o

gvh_fére thesinformants lived with the thoughts each informant had, the informants maintained their attitudes
§nd behavior where the informants lived. Meanwhile, the mind of the informant is how the informant
maintainszpolite clothing in his community. This is different from the second informant, although this
informant@ises thoughts or symbols by maintaining his attitude, behavior, and how he dresses. The informant
still doesnscare about society's views on prostitutes. Apart from the view of herself as a prostitute.

The various views from significant others and reference groups given to female commercial sex
workers are=a form of environmental influence in forming the self-concept of prostitutes when they give
their views_to each informant. Also, each informant can internalize the views of the significant other and
reference «group into himself. This internalized view will become a mirror for the prostitutes to view

themselves,.morally, socially, and psychologically. This can shape the self-concept of each informant.
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Based on research conducted by researchers regarding the self-concept of female commercial sex
workers (PSK) on the edge of the Jatinegara train tracks, the researcher can provide the following
lusiong from the point based on the results of research with three informants, the theory of symbolic

op
(gl

0
int

el

action:of self that the informant is actually a woman do not want to work as a commercial sex worker.

frod

amn
b

c no_mlc Feasons and the need to make money instantly shape women's self regarding what is meant by

t@gtes

Furthermore, from the point Significant Other. Based on the results of field research, it was revealed

E'EUE
155u

e-significant other of each informant played an active role in building the informant's self-concept. As

Laa eydi

t
t

teifqos di

case with the first informant, the informant was accustomed to being concerned about and helping

Eere
b@p

arentsdn the family economy, so the informant is currently trying to help his parents even though he is

pug |

g
5=]

ing as/a female sex worker.

L|kéWise the role of the informant's close relatives helped shape the informant's self-concept that

un-ob

k@d ofP work can easily make money. The same thing also happened to the second informant parents

Ipgruad ueBunuTdeg yngen eAu

e/@ex ynu
p

ﬁa(&” a blg rale in the process of forming self-concept because the informant felt happy and comfortable with

‘u

o0
ﬁlegwork that the informant was currently doing with the support of his parents in carrying out his work as

iy

igau
R
=R
D
(@]
©
3
3
D
=
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o
wn
D
<
=
)
=
=
D
=

d

Lastly is the Reference Group. Judging from the research results, it can be concluded that social

Bowe

ionships are created, built, and constructed by each informant in the midst of society and each informant
volved-in behavior that the informant chooses actively and voluntarily, which ultimately leads humans

e process of taking a role in the midst of society. society or what is called society. Therefore, the three

U

1I=Aiey ugsiinged ‘uel
@%‘ Jue

mants maintained their attitude. behavior, as well as how to dress when they live where they live

e

el

use the three informants want to maintain their image in front of society.
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